
Houston Urban Forestry Council

2007 
Urban Forestry Summit

Storms and Trees

May 24, 2007 

For More Information Contact:
Michael Merritt • 713-688-8931 or

mmerritt@tfs.tamu.edu

Register by May 21st

Learn from experts what can happen when storms and
trees come together.  Discover how to cultivate  an 
enduring Urban Forest that is more resistant to natures’
storms.  Consider what you can do to protect 
community trees from severe weather.
The Urban Forestry Summit is open to the public.
Registration fees are $55 for HAUFC members $65 for
non-members.  Lunch will be provided.  We accept 
payment by check and cash only.  Make checks payable
to:  “Houston Area Urban Forestry Council.”

Mail your completed registration form and check to: 

Michael Merritt
Texas Forest Service
2020 North Loop West, Suite 106
Houston, TX 77018

Phone: 713-688-8931
E-mail: mmerritt@tfs.tamu.edu

Registration Form:

Name: 

Agency: 

Contact Info: 

Email Address: 

Registration is limited to the first 100 applicants.
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A workshop for municipal public works
professionals, city administrators, foresters,
emergency management managers and
other managers who maintain trees or 
provide vital services to the public. 

Mitigate potential storm losses through
careful selection, proper planting, and
strategic pruning to cultivate an enduring
urban forest that is more resistant to 
natural assaults. 

Thoughtful planning, the right tools,
strategies, and information can help protect
community trees from severe weather.

Summit Address:  Harris County Flood Control District
North Administrative Office
7522 Prairie Oak Drive
Houston, TX 77086

Registration: 7:30 a.m.—9:00 a.m. 

Introduction: 8:30 a.m.—8:45 a.m. 

Storm Surge:  8:45 a.m.—9:30 a.m. 

Ben McGee, U.S.G.S.  

Using water level and barometric pressure gage 
networks to record the magnitude, extent and timing
of hurricane storm surge and coastal flooding.

Storm Preparedness & Response: 9:30 a.m.—11:45 a.m.

Jerry Bond, Research and Development Analyst,
Urban Forestry, Davey Resources Group

The 4 phases of emergency management, planning, 
response, recovery, and mitigation to urban forest 
management. 

Lunch—Weathering the Storm:  11:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Dr. Neil Frank
Chief Meteorologist, KHOU-TV

What kinds of weather can cause severe damage to 
the urban forest?  What can help us anticipate 
catastrophic storms?  Learn about the fascinating and
unpredictable weather affecting the region.

Response & Recovery:  12:30 p.m.—1:00 p.m.

Doug White
Centerpoint Energy

Trees and utilities are bound to tangle in servere
storms. How can utilities and municipalities work
together to protect the safety and well being of a 
community?

After the Cleanup:  1:00 p.m.—1:30 p.m.

Arnold “Beau” Brodbeck
Regional Forestry Extension Agent, Alabama 
Cooperative Extension System 

Lessons learned and challenges of post hurricane 
cleanup and management of remediation programs 
and grants.

Mitigation:  1:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m.

Patrick Brewer
Bartlett Tree Expert Company

Often times damage to trees during storms is 
predictable and preventable.  Gain ideas of how to 
manage community trees to minimize damage from
natural elements and foster a resilient, robust urban 
forest canopy.

Break: 2:00 p.m.—2:15 p.m.

Urban Tree Risk Management: 2:15 p.m.—3:15 p.m.

Dr. Bruce Fraedrick
Bartlett Tree Expert Company 

Reducing the number of trees that have a high 
potential for failure (in whole or in part) is a key 
aspect of storm damage prevention.  Learn methods
to design a risk management program that defines
policy, divides a community into risk zones, 
implements cyclic risk inspections, and prioritizes 
corrective actions.

Emergency Clearance Plan:  3:15 p.m.—3:30 p.m.

Victor Cordova
City Forester and Assistant Director
Houston Parks and Recreation Department

City of Houston, Forestry has established emergency
management routes and clearance priorities based
on GIS vegetative inventory.

Wrap up and Evaluation: 3:30 -4:00 pm
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